
Special Selectboard Meeting 1 

Large Conference Room – Town Offices 2 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 3 

Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 

 6 

Members Present: Heather Seeley, Nick Artim, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Farhad Khan, 7 

Victor Nuovo and Laura Asermily.  Brian Carpenter was absent. 8 

 9 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Director of Public Works Planning 10 

Dan Werner, Town Liaison Jim Gish 11 

 12 

Others Present:  Interested citizens and Vermont Gas representatives. 13 

 14 

The meeting was televised on MCTV by Jim Corbett. 15 

 16 

1.  Call to Order 17 

 18 

Heather Seeley called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 19 

 20 

2.  Approval of Agenda 21 

 22 

Asermily moved to approve the agenda and Khan seconded the motion. 23 

The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent and the agenda was approved as 24 

presented. MOTION PASSED. 25 

 26 

3.  Approval of Minutes of October 8, 2019 Selectboard Meeting 27 

 28 

Nuovo moved to approve the minutes of October 8, 2019, seconded by Khan.  The 29 

minutes were approved as presented with 5 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED 30 

 31 

4.  Citizen Comments 32 

 33 

Chris Zeoli, Debra Tracht and Leslie Kameny joined the Board.  Zeoli said the three of 34 

them had attended the informational meeting the week before held by the College on 35 

the proposed 32-acre solar project on South Street Extension.  Zeoli said the College 36 

only notified abutting property owners of the meeting, and he thinks it’s disingenuous of 37 

the College to not notify more people since this is a designated scenic area.  He said he 38 

hopes the Selectboard would be able to convince the College to make this a more open 39 

process so more people could speak up with their concerns. 40 

 41 

Seeley said that Encore, the developer of the solar project, is scheduled to be at the 42 

Selectboard meeting on November 12, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., so she urged them to attend. 43 

 44 

Tracht said that she received a notice as an abutter, but felt the notice wasn’t sent far 45 

enough in advance of the meeting for proper notification and it felt rushed.  She said the 46 
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notice stated the solar array would be placed to cause minimal visibility from the road or 47 

view, but she doesn’t believe it’s true, and many people use this road for recreational 48 

activities and to enjoy the beauty.  She said she doesn’t feel Encore put much thought 49 

into the siting of this project, and if the College is truly concerned about community 50 

relationship, then they’ll listen to the concerns of the community regarding this project. 51 

 52 

Kameny said this is a 5MW array, which is not common, and most sites of this size are 53 

built on undevelopable land, such as old landfills and Brownfields.  She said the land 54 

this project is proposed to be located on was still being farmed this year and the College 55 

will be the only one to benefit from it, whereas the other projects of this size usually 56 

benefit the communities.  She said this is 32 to 37 acres, with 22,000 panels, and feels 57 

the size of this array interferes with the bucolic nature of the area.   Zeoli said a member 58 

of the Energy Committee at this meeting had mentioned a Brownfields site off Exchange 59 

Street that might work. 60 

 61 

Seeley thanked them and urged them again to attend the meeting on November 12th. 62 

 63 

Nuovo said there is a process the developer will need to go through.  Zeoli said they 64 

don’t have to go through the Act 250 process.  Kameny said the only ones who can 65 

address the Public Service Board are the Selectboard and the Regional Planning 66 

Commission.  Nuovo felt the College was remiss in not holding a community meeting on 67 

this, considering the enormity of the project. 68 

 69 

Khan asked about the location, since it was in the recent Addison Independent that the 70 

location had been changed.  Zeoli said their original location would have actually been 71 

preferred over the current proposed location, as the original site would not have 72 

impaired the view.   Town Manager Ramsay displayed a Google map of the area so 73 

Zeoli could identify the location of the proposed project. 74 

 75 

Asermily said there is a process and a chance for public input, and there are a series of 76 

notifications the applicants need to make.  Asermily said the agricultural land can still be 77 

used and the arrays can be removed, and some people like seeing these large arrays, 78 

but thanks to public comments such as theirs, Encore will be alerted to the siting 79 

concerns.  She said this array doesn’t even have to be in Middlebury to benefit the 80 

College.  81 

 82 

5.  Request for Change Order for Pulp Mill Bridge Rd./Seymour St. Sidewalk 83 

Project for Retaining Wall Cap, Stockade Fence and Rapid Flashing Beacon 84 

 85 

Ramsay said while the project is complete, there were several changes made along the 86 

way, including the rapid flashing beacons, improvements to the top of the retaining wall 87 

on Seymour Street and some stockade fencing on Pulp Mill Bridge Road. She said 88 

these were reviewed on site by Adam Lougee of Addison County Regional Planning 89 

and herself, and even with these changes orders the project is still under budget.  She 90 

asked the Board to approve these change orders for reimbursement from the State. 91 
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Artim said this has been a good project on a heavily used area, so he moved to approve 92 

Change Request No. 1 for the Pulp Mill Bridge Rd./Seymour Street Sidewalk Project, at 93 

a total cost of $21,920.97. Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried 94 

with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 95 

 96 

Artim further moved to approve Change Request No. 2 for the Pulp Mill Bridge 97 

Rd./Seymour Street Sidewalk Project, at a total cost of $19,809.40.  Fuentes-George 98 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 99 

 100 

8. Downtown Improvement District Commission (DIDC) Meeting of October 15, 101 

2019 and recommendation on Sidewalk Frames for Events during 102 

 Downtown Bridge Construction Project 103 

(Item taken out of order) 104 

 105 

Ramsay said the DIDC approved a request by the Chamber of Commerce to purchase 106 

some sidewalk frames in lieu of the banner over Main Street that will not be up during 107 

the construction next summer.  She said Seeley had contacted her regarding any 108 

permitting conflicts, and research of relevant Selectboard policies and permitting issues 109 

that could impact where the frames could be legally installed in the downtown, should 110 

the Board approve them.  She said there is more work to be done, such as where the 111 

Town’s right-of-way lies in the project area, whether a master sign permit could permit 112 

placement of the signs, or should the Selectboard temporarily amend its policy of signs 113 

on public property, so for now is requesting the Board hold approving this request until 114 

the November 19th meeting, or sooner if possible, to give staff time to complete the 115 

investigation and engage counsel in reviewing the findings.   116 

 117 

Khan made the motion to table consideration of the DIDC request for current year 118 

budget allocation for the purchase of free standing frames for the downtown due to the 119 

suspension of the Main Street banner program from May 2020 to August 2020 while 120 

staff investigates relevant policy and permitting issues and review by counsel.  Fuentes-121 

George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION 122 

PASSED. 123 

 124 

Fuentes-George said if there is some policy precluding this from happening, it makes 125 

sense to suspend it during this project, because this is a good solution to the banner 126 

program.  Seeley said she just wants to make sure everyone is treated the same and 127 

that we don’t set a precedent, so we just need to do our due diligence.  Fuentes-George 128 

said she was looking at it as a temporary suspension, and Artim said this is an unusual 129 

situation.  Ramsay said they will be checking the Master Sign Permit for the project to 130 

see if these signs fall under that. 131 

 132 

 133 

 134 

 135 

9. Discussion of Local Option Tax/Cross Street Bridge Fund Surplus 136 

 137 
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Seeley said this agenda item is a continuation of the discussion begun at the Board at 138 

their June 17th Strategic Planning Retreat on potential uses for the Local Option 139 

Tax/Cross Street Bridge Fund Surplus, beyond the $400,000 previously approved by 140 

the voters at Town Meeting this year to offset planned capital improvement spending.  141 

She said this meeting has been advertised and there have been a few letters submitted 142 

and some communication on Front Porch Forum. 143 

 144 

Ramsay said the Town voters approved the use of $400,000 out of the projected 145 

$500,000 annual surplus for use in the Capital Budget.  She said the Infrastructure 146 

Committee just completed their review of the Capital Budget for the coming fiscal year 147 

and that budget recommends continuing the $400,000 allocation from the Cross Street 148 

Bridge Fund/Local Option Tax Surplus, and as discussed at the June 17, 2019 meeting, 149 

taking additional funds for two one-time community projects; $100,000 for downtown 150 

amenities, such as lights and sidewalks, as part of the Downtown Bridge Construction 151 

Project and $57,040 for the Rail Platform Project. 152 

 153 

She said the Capital Budget approved by the Infrastructure Committee and 154 

recommended to the Board for approval, included more funding for our paved roads 155 

program and an increase in sidewalk funding, so we can catch up to the $156,000 156 

required to have all our sidewalks on a planned replacement program. 157 

 158 

Ramsay said last year’s capital spending was boosted by $400,000 from the Cross 159 

Street Bridge Fund/Local Option Tax Surplus, and the Infrastructure Committee is 160 

recommending the same amount this year, plus the additional funds for the two special 161 

projects.  She said there is currently $2.5 million set aside that we haven’t touched and 162 

this discussion will entail possibly using some of that $2.5 million for special projects, or 163 

do we to hold it in reserve, and if we do use it what minimum balance should be 164 

maintained.  She said there are a number of questions to be asked, and this is the first 165 

invitation to the community to comment on the use. 166 

 167 

Middlebury citizen Mark Mooney said the Town provides a high level of service to the 168 

residents, and each year the Board has to sort through the budget, which is a lot of work 169 

for a volunteer Board, even with staff assistance.  He said it’s even more complex 170 

because of the Education Tax rate that isn’t established until later in the process.  He 171 

said the use of Local Option Taxes underlies a bigger question of what is an affordable 172 

and sustainable tax rate for the people of Middlebury, but doubts you could even 173 

calculate what that rate would be.  He said one way might be to see how many 174 

Middlebury taxpayers receive a tax rebate directly to their education tax, and if that’s a 175 

substantial figure then it has to be watched closely by both the schools and the Town.  176 

He said even though the school district reviews their budget, it isn’t reviewed in the 177 

detail the Town does, and while the Town tax is the lesser amount of tax in the bills, it’s 178 

the Town that ends up with the burden of the tax rate.  He said the Local Option Tax is 179 

collected from others from outside of Middlebury, so it’s a widespread base tax which is 180 

good for Middlebury, and how it’s appropriated has to consider affordabilty and 181 

sustainability for Middlebury taxpayers and don’t worry about the fact the money is 182 

coming from outsiders since so many services provided to them are in Middlebury.  He 183 
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asked what the repair estimate was for the life of the bridge, and Ramsay said we have 184 

a 30-year maintenance schedule and most years it’s $5-10,0000, although there are 185 

some years it’s more, like when paving is needed.  She said the State will be paving it in 186 

2021, however.  Mooney said while the Town is indirectly returning some of the tax 187 

dollars to taxpayers by using some of the funds for capital projects, he wondered if there 188 

might be a way to rebate some of the surplus directly to taxpayers, similar to what the 189 

State does, but admits it would be very difficult to do.  He suggested maybe doing a 190 

study to see what could be done with those funds. 191 

 192 

Robin Scheu said while she was still at Addison County Economic Development 193 

Corporation she sat on the Town’s Economic Health Task Force and this money was 194 

talked about at that time.  She said the Cross Street Bridge is infrastructure as are the 195 

water lines, and she thinks about the condition of the water line on Exchange Street and 196 

the problems this has caused the businesses there, so would like to see funds used for 197 

projects like that.  She said even though she doesn’t benefit as a property owner, since 198 

she’s on a well and septic system, she benefits as a member of the community by these 199 

types of projects.  She said if we want to keep property taxes down and keep 200 

businesses on Exchange Street, we can’t do that without the water to run those 201 

businesses and will ultimately help all of us in the community.  She’d like to see these 202 

businesses put their money into staff wages and benefits rather than having to pay for 203 

water upgrades. 204 

 205 

Fred Kenney, Director of the Addison County Economic Development Corporation and 206 

Chair of the Town Economic Health Committee, supported what Scheu had said about 207 

using the excess funds for infrastructure projects that help promote economic 208 

development and the creation of jobs in Middlebury.  He said the Economic Health 209 

Committee has completed their information gathering and are now having internal 210 

deliberations and drafting a report that hopefully will be to the Board in April or May of 211 

2020.  He said he wondered if the public input tonight could go beyond the use of the 212 

funds for infrastructure projects to other uses.  He said the Economic Health Committee 213 

will be coming to the Board with recommendations that will cost money, so the 214 

Committee is looking for sources to tap into to make recommendations and maybe 215 

some of the ideas could be funded out of the Local Option funds, either an infusion of 216 

up-front funds or an on-going source of funds to make an investment in Economic 217 

Development.  He said the Committee report will likely recommend the use of the Cross 218 

Street Bridge Reserve/Local Option Tax Fund for some of the funding.  219 

 220 

While Kenney was there, he spoke to the Board about the VT Working Communities 221 

Challenge Planning Grant that would be coming up later in the meeting under the 222 

Manager’s Report.  He said the Boston Fed has for several years funded economic 223 

development projects in New England cities and our Agency of Commerce asked them 224 

what about the rural areas, so they took their program called “Working Cities” and 225 

adapted it for “Working Communities”. He said they put out an RFP for planning grants 226 

and six $15,000 grants will be awarded, and communities obtaining these grants are 227 

then eligible for $300,000 implementation grants of $100,000 for 3 years.  He said a 228 

group of county-wide people in Addison County have decided on a focus and put in a 229 
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Letter of Intent, and will file a grant application which is due December 13th.  He said 230 

they aren’t looking for projects; they’re looking for “game-changing” ideas. He said it’s a 231 

county-wide effort, but Middlebury and Vergennes were listed as priorities in the Letter 232 

of Intent. 233 

 234 

Seeley asked the Board if they wanted to have a discussion, and Artim said he’d rather 235 

the Board took the time to digest the comments and discuss it when Carpenter was 236 

back and there was a full Board.  Ramsay said Carpenter wanted to mention the 237 

possibility of floating a short-term water bond to get some of these projects in the 238 

ground and take advantage that interest rates are at historic lows. 239 

 240 

7. St. Stephen’s request for Agreement Letter for Erection of a Fence 241 

(Item taken out of order.) 242 

 243 

Tom Klemmer, the Junior Warden of St. Stephen’s Church was present to review their 244 

request to install a fence to around the alcove area behind the church.  Seeley said 245 

following consultation with Town Counsel, it was decided a Letter of Agreement 246 

between the Town, who owns the Town Green, and St. Stephen’s would be sufficient to 247 

authorize the fence. 248 

 249 

Asermily said she understood from other St. Stephen’s members that they wanted to 250 

refer to this as a “gate” and not a “fence”.  Klemmer said this was true due to the recent 251 

political climate, and they don’t want to shut these individuals out and in fact, are 252 

exploring ways to help the homeless population in ways they want to be helped.  He 253 

said the area in which they want to install the “gate” is the alcove behind the church that 254 

faces the gazebo, and unfortunately these individuals are using the area as a latrine 255 

and other items have been found that they are not adequately trained to clean up, so 256 

the “gate” will be locked.   He said there are bathrooms in the church and these 257 

individuals can use these during the hours the church is open.  He said there will be 258 

additional lighting installed behind the church as well. 259 

 260 

Asermily made the motion to approve the Letter of Agreement between the Town of 261 

Middlebury and St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, authorizing the construction of a fence 262 

to enclose the alcove behind the church. Khan seconded the motion.  The motion 263 

carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 264 

 265 

10. Director of Public Works Planning Dan Werner regarding recommendations 266 

and updates from Infrastructure Committee Meetings of  267 

October 10 and October 17 268 

 269 

 270 

 271 

 272 

 273 

10.a. Recommendation on Engineering Contract for Replacement of  274 

Cady Road Culvert #1 275 
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 276 

Werner said this request is for Green Mountain Engineering to do the design work and 277 

prepare the bid package for replacing Culvert #1 on Cady Road, which is the furthest 278 

west culvert on the road.  He said he will be applying for a State Structure Grant in the 279 

spring and needs good cost estimates for the application.  This Grant is an 80/20 split 280 

(80% State, 20% Town) of up to $175,000, and since this project cost will be over that 281 

amount we would get close to the maximum amount.  He said the request is through 282 

Item #9 on the Green Mountain Engineering proposal for a cost of $14,200. 283 

 284 

Khan made the motion to award a contract to Green Mountain Engineering (GME) for 285 

engineering services for the replacement of Culvert 1 on Cady Road, through the Bid 286 

Phase of the project, for a total cost of $14,200.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The 287 

motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 288 

 289 

10.b. Brief Update on Demolition and Drainage Components of old  290 

Wastewater Treatment Facility Re-Use Project 291 

 292 

Werner said the Board had in their packets the bid schedule and cost estimate from 293 

Otter Creek Engineering for the demolition of a portion of the old control building, 4 294 

tanks and underground piping structure.  He said the estimate for items 1 through 4.1 of 295 

the estimate is $270,000, and that includes the tearing down and removal of structures, 296 

filling in the area and building a retaining wall to support the foundation of the remaining 297 

control building.  He said items 5 through 5.9 are for replacement of the water main that 298 

runs from just past the Police Station down to the pump station, but the cost to replace 299 

that would not be coming from the settlement funds.  He said there is around $300,000 300 

in the settlement funds so the demolition work will be paid for with those funds, but there 301 

will need to be a bond vote at Town Meeting for the actual reconstruction of the control 302 

building, explosive building, and police garage.   303 

 304 

10.c. Pulp Mill Bridge – Recommendation Regarding  305 

Deterring Over-sized Vehicles 306 

 307 

Seeley said Werner had reviewed some options with the Infrastructure Committee on 308 

October 17th, but no specific recommendation was made. 309 

 310 

Werner reviewed the options, which varied from a drop-down plastic bar that would be 311 

attached to the bridge for a cost of around $200, a separate device that could be 312 

mounted to the guardrail with a drop-down height guide for around $750, and then a 313 

height warning system for around $40,000.   314 

 315 

There was further discussion on the use of signs, and whether this should be a 316 

temporary or more long-term warning.   Artim said he thought it’s possible the warning 317 

signs we have are enough, since vehicles automatically need to slow way down to enter 318 

the bridge so aren’t traveling at high rates of speed.  Werner said there have been more 319 

incidents of people hitting the bridge after entering the bridge, and it’s the width of the 320 

vehicles that has been a problem. 321 



Selectboard Minutes 10/29/19 Page 8 
 

 322 

Seeley said the Infrastructure Committee will be considering this further. 323 

 324 

12. Vermont Gas request for easement for installation of gas distribution line in 325 

Printers Alley and Triangle Park 326 

(Item taken out of order.) 327 

 328 

Karen Kotecki and Tim Vachereau of Vermont Gas were present to discuss the 329 

easement.  Kotecki said they’d been working with VTrans, VHB, Kubricky and Jim Gish 330 

on the project and will be joint-trenching with Public Works utilities for their 2” 331 

distribution pipe.  She said they’re requesting 2 easements on Printer’s Alley and across 332 

Triangle Park and will want to be able to construct their line when the trench is open.    333 

 334 

Seeley asked if the State had approved sharing the trench, and Vachereau said they’re 335 

fine with it and approved the separation distance. 336 

 337 

Nuovo moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to work with Town 338 

Counsel to initiate the required 30-day Section 1061 public notification process for the 339 

conveyance Town-owned property. Artim seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 340 

5 in favor, 1 absent, 1 abstention (Asermily).  MOTION PASSED. 341 

 342 

Nuovo also moved that if no citizens’ petition objecting to the conveyance is received in 343 

the Town Clerk’s Office within the 30-day comment period, I move to authorize Town 344 

Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the Easement Deed with Vermont Gas. Khan 345 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 5 in favor, 1 absent, 1 abstention 346 

(Asermily).  MOTION PASSED. 347 

 348 

 349 

6. Request from Eric Fitch to change the name of the legal entity in the 350 

PurposeEnergy Memorandum of Agreement to  351 

Middlebury Resource Recovery Center 352 

(Item taken out of order.) 353 

 354 

Seeley said this is a request by Eric Fitch, CEO of PurposeEnergy, requesting the name 355 

of the legal entity associated with the Memorandum of Agreement previously approved 356 

by the Board regarding wastewater connection fees for the proposed anaerobic digester 357 

on Industrial Avenue be changed from PurposeEnergy to Middlebury Resource 358 

Recovery Center, LLC. 359 

 360 

Fuentes-George moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen to sign the revised 361 

Memorandum of Agreement with Middlebury Resource Recovery Center, LLC.  Khan 362 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 363 

 364 

 365 

11. FY20 Year-to-Date Budget Reports 366 

 367 
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Ramsay said as always there are some minor differences in payments and allocations 368 

of expenses, she noted the differences and said the revenues were impacted by having 369 

only 2 property tax payments instead of 3, so instead of the $5 million in revenue we 370 

had last year, this year we’re showing only a little over $3 million. 371 

 372 

She said in the Water Fund, the Maintenance of Mains line item is down significantly 373 

from last year.  She said last year by this time we’d already expended 89% of the 374 

budget, and this year we’re at only 8%.  She said similarly in the Equipment Fund, both 375 

the Parts Expense and Repair Services are both down from the same time last year. 376 

 377 

13. Wastewater Usage Agreement with Agri-Mark 378 

 379 

Ramsay said the Town has been negotiating for several months with Agri-Mark on their 380 

sewer usage fee covered by an agreement between the Town and Agri-Mark during the 381 

construction of the “new” wastewater plant 20 years ago.  She said we’ve been working 382 

at increasing their low usage fee incrementally to bring it more in line with other users 383 

and this new agreement would be for 3 years, rather than the 1-year agreements prior 384 

to this. 385 

 386 

Asermily moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the amended 387 

Sewer Usage Agreement with Agri-Mark for a three year term, effective January 1, 2019 388 

and ending on December 31, 2021. Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion 389 

carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 390 

 391 

14. Approval of Check Warrants 392 

 393 

Khan moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $7,911,900.03 consisting of 394 

$7,707,917.92  for accounts payable, and $203,982.11 for payroll, for the period 395 

October 9, 2019 through October 29, 2019.  Artim seconded the motion.  The motion 396 

carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 397 

 398 

15. Town Manager’s Report 399 

 400 

Ramsay said the Downtown Master Plan “Planapalooza” will kick off November 7th 401 

through the 11th, and there is a document library on the Town’s website. 402 

 403 

She said Ian Deguitis of the VTrans Operations and Safety Bureau acknowledged their 404 

letter of October 8, 2019 requesting a speed limit review of segments of Rt. 125 and Rt. 405 

116. in East Middlebury.  In response to the Town’s request, Ian reported that VTrans 406 

Traffic Operations will conduct a traffic engineering study and forward a 407 

recommendation to the Vermont Traffic Committee, which sets speed limits on state 408 

highways.  She said the Town will be notified of the recommendation approximately 2 to 409 

3 weeks before the Traffic Committee meets, which is expected to be sometime this 410 

winter, and representatives from the Town and other interested parties are welcome to 411 

attend the meeting.  She said the Addison County Regional Planning Commission has 412 
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set some traffic and speed counters on RT 116 and RT 125, and the results of that 413 

study are available upon request and they have been forwarded to VTrans. 414 

 415 

Ramsay said earlier in the meeting Fred Kenney explained the Working Cities program, 416 

and Small Business Saturday is coming up next month and she has a proclamation for 417 

the Board to sign. 418 

 419 

Nuovo moved to sign the Proclamation for Small Business Saturday, and Khan 420 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 421 

 422 

16. Board Member Concerns 423 

 424 

Khan said he wanted to remind the Board of the Career Center’s Repair Fair and 425 

Makery Tour on November 14th. 426 

 427 

Asermily said she’d completed her tenure on the Addison County Transit Resources 428 

(ACTR) Board, so while she will continue to advocate for them, Victor Nuovo will now be 429 

the Board representative on the ACTR Board.  She said she will continue on the 430 

walk/bike project, and spoke on the importance of something as simple as the way we 431 

stripe our shoulders to help bikers and to calm traffic.  She thinks we are so well 432 

positioned to be transportation leaders with the rail project going on, along with all the 433 

infrastructure we’re looking at that could advance our mobility in so many ways. 434 

 435 

Asermily said the subject of police staffing due to Workers Comp issues came up at the 436 

Public Health and Safety Committee, and Ramsay said there is a meeting set up to 437 

discuss that with our Worker’s Compensation carrier. 438 

 439 

Artim reminded everyone that the Winter Parking Ban goes into effect on November 1st, 440 

so there’s no overnight parking on streets or parking lots so we can keep streets clear 441 

during storms. 442 

 443 

Fuentes-George said the former Blue Spruce Motel site is looking much better.  She 444 

also wondered about an update on the theft at the Teen Center, and Ramsay said she 445 

had not heard anything further.  Khan said he understood someone had attempt to 446 

break into the police cruisers at the Police Station as well. 447 

 448 

Seeley said the next Creek Road Task Force will be on November 8, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.  449 

She said she went to the FEMA discovery meeting and while it wasn’t what she 450 

expected, she collected some handbooks she gave to Ramsay.  She said they’re 451 

working on updating the Flood Maps in our area, and although it will take 50 months, at 452 

the end we will have digital maps.  She said if anyone has information to provide to 453 

them, now is the time to do it as part of the discovery process. 454 

 455 

 456 

 457 

17. Executive Session – Personnel & Contracts 458 
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 459 

Asermily said in accordance with Vermont’s Open Meeting Law requirements, I move 460 

that the Board find that premature general knowledge of the consideration of a 461 

Personnel Matter and Contracts would clearly place the Selectboard at a substantial 462 

disadvantage, because the Select Board risks disclosing its litigation strategy if it 463 

discusses the Personnel Matter and Contracts in public.  Khan seconded the motion.  464 

The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED. 465 

 466 

Asermily further moved that the Board enter into Executive Session to discuss a 467 

Personnel Matter and Contracts, under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1) of the 468 

Vermont Statutes. Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 469 

absent.  MOTION PASSED. 470 

 471 

The Board entered into Executive Session at 8:37 p.m. 472 

 473 

The Board exited Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. upon motion by Khan, seconded by 474 

Artim, and there was no further action. 475 

 476 

19. Adjourn 477 

 478 

The Board adjourned at 8:46 p.m. upon motion by Nuovo, seconded by Khan. 479 

 480 

The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at 481 

7:00 p.m. in the Town Offices at 77 Main Street. 482 

 483 

Respectfully submitted,  484 

Beth Dow 485 

 486 

 487 

 488 

 489 

 490 

 491 

 492 


